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matic obstacles. If, on the other hand, and contrary to expecta-
tion, the practical difficulties should prove too great for solu-
tion, doctrinal discussions would have been a waste of time.

The memorandum began by explaining that 'though only
the same representatives will come as before, they will come
with a certain measure of authority and recognition from the
Archbishops of Canterbury and York/2

After proposing the subject for discussion, the memorandum
drew attention to the growth in the Anglican Communion, at
the Reformation a small national body and now a world-wide
Church. How could it, "without loss of its identity, be accom-
modated in the Roman structure, and how could 'character-
istic Anglican rites and customs* be retained? The memoran-
dum threw out the suggestion that Canterbury might occupy a
position 'somewhat analogous to that of one of the ancient
patriarchates*,3 the Archbishops and the other Metropolitans
being granted the pallium, and the position of the existing Ro-
man Catholic hierarchy in England remaining for the present
unchanged.

The party left for Malines on Tuesday, March I3th, with a
parting injunction from the Archbishop of Canterbury not to
forget the Thirty-Nine Articles or the Orthodox East, or the
difference between Mercier's conception of the Roman prim-
acy and any that would be admissible by Anglicans.

The discussions, which were held on March I4th and I5th,
were candid but amicable, the parties now meeting as friends,
joined by a common purpose. The Minutes4 faithfully record
the progress of the debate which, after some preliminary en-
quiries from the Roman side as to the degree of authorization
brought by the Anglicans, followed in the track of the memo-
randum. In this the Anglicans had put certain questions, and
while the replies to these were necessarily tentative and subject
to confirmation by authority, they were on the -whole most